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ENGAGING SOCIOLOGY
Media Exposure and Socialization
Examine Tables 4.1 and 4.2 and respond to the questions below.

Engaging With Sociology 

1.	 Considering the data in Tables 4.1 and 4.2, how 
would you describe television-watching and other 
media-engaged patterns among different groups? 

2.	 Are the trends in media exposure over the first 
decade of the 21st century a matter of concern? Why 
or why not?

3.	 How might media time affect other aspects of social-
ization of children?

4.	 What might be the social consequences of ethnic 
minorities (blacks and Hispanics) and those children 
whose parents do not have a college education hav-
ing so much higher media exposure each day, com-
pared to whites and those with more education?

5.	 Do your conclusions indicate any cause for concern 
about the use of media in your society? Why or why 
not? 

Source: Kaiser Family Foundation 2010; Rideout, Foehr, and 
Roberts 2010. 

TABLE 4.1  Total Media Exposure 

Average Hours 
per Day

Age 8 to 10 years old 7:51

11 to 14 years old 11:53

15 to 18 years old 11:23

Gender Boys 11:12

Girls 10:17

Race White 8:36

Black 12:59

Hispanic 13:00

Parent 
education

High school or less 11:26

Some college 11:30

College graduate 10:00

TABLE 4.2  Average Amount of 
Time per Day Spent With Each 
Medium (8- to 18-year-olds)

Medium 1999 2009

Television 3:47 4:29

Music/audio 1:48 2:31

Computer :27 1:29

Video games :26 1:13

Print :43 :38

Movies :18 :25

Total media exposure 7:29 10:45

Multitasking proportion 16% 29%

the flood of mass media messages received by chil-
dren may have very different interests and concerns  
than parents. 

Without a doubt, a significant part of the infor-
mal socialization process occurs with the assistance  
of electronic equipment that shares the home with 

parents and siblings and that commands a significant 
portion of a child’s time and attention. We also know 
that macro forces, such as globalization, have influ-
enced school curricula and media content. We move 
next to a discussion of some of the national and global 
processes that influence socialization.




